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Who We Are 
Youth Journalism International (YJI) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to educating young people
around the globe about journalism, fostering cross-cultural understanding and promoting a free youth
press. Founded in 1994, YJI provides a platform for students aged 12-22 to share their stories, gain
journalistic skills, and engage with peers worldwide. With guidance from professional editors, students
report on diverse topics, bridging cultural, religious, and national divides. YJI is committed to empowering
youth through truthful, ethical journalism, helping them become thoughtful world citizens and advocates of
a free press.

YJI Values Statement
Youth Journalism International treats every participant with respect in a safe, non-discriminatory, and
diverse environment that nurtures lifelong friendships and community while it teaches, without charging
participation fees to students, the skills and values that make good journalists and global leaders, including
truth, accuracy, fairness, and courage.
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YJI MISSION
STATEMENT

Youth Journalism International
connects student writers, artists,

and photographers with peers
around the globe, teaches

journalism, fosters cross-cultural
understanding, and promotes and

defends a free youth press.



WHERE WE
ARE NOW

A Year's Overview
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accessibility to young people regardless  of
their financial background. YJI students
come from all over the world, representing
a wide range of racial, ethnic, cultural, and
religious identities, as well as differing
abilities, gender identities, and sexual
orientations. This diversity enriches the YJI
community, making it a vibrant space for
cross-cultural dialogue and understanding.
Many students are first-generation
immigrants or have lived in multiple
countries, giving them a unique global
perspective that fuels their curiosity and
passion for journalism.

At the core of YJI’s programming is its
commitment to ethical journalism and
nurturing global citizenship. YJI allows
students to work with experienced editors,
who provide mentorship and guidance in
journalistic practices. The curriculum
emphasizes truth, accuracy, fairness, and
courage, supporting students to report with
integrity and responsibility. With a focus on
real-world issues, students engage in media
literacy and are given the tools to express
their voices on a global stage.
The organization operates without charging
participation fees, ensuring  

Map of where YJI students have reported from.
Each mark indicates at least one, and often many, articles.



YJI Together
The global pandemic brought to the forefront the necessity of finding ways to strengthen ties
between students that occur most easily and naturally when they are together, not just online in
their homes around the globe. 
YJI holds an annual global conference and as many regional events as possible so students can get
to know each other in person and to learn directly from instructors. To the degree possible, YJI
helps low-income students attend. Our hope is that face-to-face meetings, which inherently make
cross-cultural understanding better, will encourage students to seek more education and to use
their growing skills to help build a better world.

YJI Global Classroom 
YJI provides, for free, daily one-on-one and group instruction in journalism, ethics, media literacy
and the nature of news. It holds regular meetings online where a diverse group of students, hailing
from scores of countries, discuss stories and projects while learning from instructors and each
other about journalism. In the process, students also develop cross-cultural understanding as
friendships between them grow. Their work is published on YJI’s website and elsewhere,
empowering the young writers and artists. 

PROGRAMS
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Create stunning reports by identifying the
pertinent information you want to share
with your colleagues. Begin your
presentation with a cover page that briefly
introduces what the report is all about. Give
your colleagues additional context to your
report by using a section header for some
introductory message or background. 

YJI Contest
YJI holds an annual journalism contest that recognizes some of the best work by
students 19 and under writing in English anywhere in the world. Among the major
prizes are ones for Youth Journalist of the Year, Journalism Educator of the Year and
awards for best commentary, best news story, for exhibiting courage in journalism
and the First Amendment Award. There are also about two dozen other categories for
young writers, artists and photographers. A panel of nearly 30 judges evaluate the
hundreds of entries each year. A ceremony celebrating the winners takes place the
first Saturday in May that is closest to World Press Freedom Day.
The contest not only provides recognition but also encourages ethical, courageous
and impactful journalism by teens. Through this competition, YJI fosters a sense of
achievement while promoting journalistic values among the next generation of global
leaders.

Also of note: 
In the coming year, YJI is adding a fourth program called Showcasing Student Work,
which will highlight student writing, photography and art and have it seen by more
people worldwide .
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Last Year's

Create stunning reports by identifying the
pertinent information you want to share
with your colleagues. Begin your
presentation with a cover page that briefly
introduces what the report is all about. Give
your colleagues additional context to your
report by using a section header for some
introductory message or background. 
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First Amendment Museum
Partners with YJI to Introduce
New Journalism Award
Youth Journalism International and the
First Amendment Museum  partnered
to introduce a new First Amendment
Award as part of YJI’s annual
Excellence in Journalism contest. This
award recognizes student journalists,
educators, or groups that use their First
Amendment rights to bring positive
change. The winner receives a crystal
trophy, and finalists get custom
certificates. Hundreds of entries were
reviewed by over two dozen judges
from around the world.

Three Women. Three
Countries. One Goal: Freedom,
YJI Forum in Washington DC 
YJI students and alums spoke
powerfully at a forum at the National
Union Building in Washington, D.C. The
event featured inspiring talks from YJI
students Tanya Tkachenko (Ukraine),
Frida Zeinali (Iran), and Arooj Khalid
(Pakistan), who shared their powerful
journeys of courage and freedom,
navigating various challenges and
sharing the role YJI played in their lives. 



YJI Students Engage in the International
Symposium for Online Journalism
Youth Journalism International (YJI) students from Brazil,
the UK, The Gambia, and the U.S. participated in this
conference organized by the University of Texas, held both
online and in person. YJI students attended virtually,
discussed the panels in their Global Classroom Zoom
sessions, and wrote insightful news stories summarizing
the speakers’ key points and discussions.

YJI Student speaks at ‘Justice for Women’ 
Senior Reporter Lyat Melese was a featured panelist at the
University of Maine School of Law’s annual “Justice for
Women” events. Executive Director Jackie Majerus also
represented the organization at the events and took part in
a panel discussion about journalism. Lyat is at right with
Brazilian journalist Patricia Campos Mello.

YJI Executive Director Jackie Majerus Wins
Global Media Literacy Award
Jackie Majerus, Executive Director of YJI, was awarded a
gold prize by the French nonprofit Global Youth & News
Media for her exceptional work in advancing news and
media literacy education globally, recognizing her impact
as a leading educator.

YJI Leaders Inspire at National High School
Journalism Convention in Boston
At the National High School Journalism Convention in
Boston, Arooj Khalid, a YJI alum and board member from
Pakistan, was a featured speaker for the convention
contest, offering insights to student journalists. In addition,
YJI’s Executive Director Jackie Majerus served on the local
organizing committee and participated in the “Break with a
Pro” event, where she met with students from the U.S. and
abroad to discuss life as a reporter. 

MORE 2023 SUCCESSES



Youth Journalism International’s Global
Conferences bring students together
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FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

From the President
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REVENUE FOR 2023 - $237,397
INCLUDES $168,000 GRANT FROM SCRIPPS FAMILY IMPACT FUND

 

CASH ON HAND AT YEAR'S END - $326,498
CASH ON HAND INCLUDES $200,OOO PRUDENT RESERVE 

2023 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
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